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selves. If these once be assented to, the position
of supernaturalism is gained ; and further doc-
trines as to revelation and miracles have no
longer any a priori impossibility.

Using, then, the word supernatural in the
sense we have just assigned to it, we assert that
all religion is supernatural that really deserves
to be called religion. We will now examine the
arguments that are before us to the contrary,
touching firstly on those that relate to God, and
secondly on those that relate to man.

The author contends, as we have seen, that
if we subtract from God his personality and his
independence of Nature, and conceive of Him
. simply as the unity of the material universe, the
unity thus conceived does not cease to be God.
This unity is omnipresent, omnipotent, all-
embracing, ail-sustaining, and so forth. In a
word, for the scientific mind, it demonstrably
possesses attributes which the orthodox declare
can belong to none other but God. Therefore
the unity of the universe is God. Now, as put
by the author, this argument seems plausible ;
his evident earnestness lends it a kind of weight:
but when we look at it on its own merits, we
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